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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A roller device (10) for displacing a load (1) in 
an essentially horizontal plane' comprising at least one essentially horizontal table (21 ) 
to which roller elements (23. 24) are attached, at least one rack (31) covering 
said table (21) equipped whth openings (32, 33) located opposite said roller 
elements (23. 24). said rack ^1 ) defining a plane contact surface (S) for supporting 
said load when the load is st4tic and said roller elements (23, 24) being located in a 
plane essentially parallel to said surface (S) and able to support said load when the load 
is moving, an actuating means (40) being associated with at least one of the rack 
([[2]] 31 ) and the table ([(SJl 21 ) to be movable relative to another of the rack ([(2]1 ^1 ) 
and the table ([[3]) 21 ) betweeh at least a lower position and an upper position wherein -o- 
the load is supported either i by the rack (31) or by the table (21), said actuating 
means (40) ia design e d to displaces one of the rack ([[2]] 31 ) and the table ([[3]] 21 ) at -o- 
least In a horizontal translation (Th), and said openings (Z 2. 33^ of the rack (31) 
comprises a lift in g m e ans (SOj) which co op e rates with said r oll er elements (23. 24) on 
SKfAA ta b le ^21 ^ have a shape compatible with a sh a pe of the roiler element f23. 24) to 
form lifting ramos so as to caiise the one of the rack (ipn ^1 ) ar^d the table ([[3]] 21 ) to 
move in vertical displacement l(Tv) simultaneously with the horizontel displacement (Th). 

15. (CANCELED) j 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A roller [[The]] device (10) aeee r ding to c l aim 
[[I ■< = •.]] 14. whn p c i n for displadrio a load f 1 ) in substanBallv a ho r izontal Plane comDrlsInq 
at least one substantallv hotjlzontal tab le /21) to vwhich roller eiennenta (23. 24) are 
attached, at least one rack f^ l) covering said taible ^2^^ eaulDoed with openings (32. 
33) located opposite said rdller elements /23. 24 ). said rack f31) defining a Plane 
contact surface (S\ for supptartina said load w hen the load is static and said roller 
elements (23 24) being located in a plane substa ntially parallel to said surface fS) and 
able to support said load w hen the load is moving, an actuating mechanism f4Q) being 
associated with at least one <bf the rack <3 1) and the table (21) to be movable relative 

to another of the rack (31) arid the table (21) between at least a lower position and an 

i 

upper position: I 

wherein the loald is supported either bv the rack (31 ) or by the table (21 ). 
said achjatinc mec hanism (40) displaces one of the rack (31 ) and the table (21 ) ?t l^as^ 
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In a horizontal transratlon rrhV and said openings (32 33^ of the rack (31 ) have a shape 
compatible with a shaoe of the roller element (22. 24) to form liftino ramps so as to 
cause the one of the rack f31 ) and the table f21 ^ to move in vertical displacement (Tv) 
simultaneously with the horizontal displacement (Th). and 

the openings (32. 33) consist of orifices defining at least a first zone {32a, 33a) 
which allows at least tops df the roller elements (23. 24) to project, a second 
zone (32b, 33b) for covering the roller elements (23. 24) and an intermediate 
zone (32c, 33c) which togethdr with the roller elements (23, 24) forms lifting ramps. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRIESENTED) The device according to claim 16, wherein 
the second zone (32b, 33bj with the openings is designed to block the roller 
elements (23. 24) in said openings (32, 33) on the rack (31) in order to lock in a position 
of said rack (31 ) relative to sajd table (21 ). 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PfIeseNTED) The device according to claim 17, wherein 
the roller elements are spherical balls (23) and the Intermediate zone (32c) with the 
openings (32) is generally elliptical in shape, converging toward the second asne {32b). 

19. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device according to daim 17. wherein 
the roller elements are bl-confcal rollers (24) and the intermediate zone (33c) with the 
openings (33) is generally triangular in shape, converging toward the second 
zone (33b). 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device according to claims 18, wherein 
the first and second zones l(32a. 33a, 32b. 33b) of the openings (32, 33) have 
transverse dimensions ranginjg respectively from 60 to 95% and from 1 0 to 45% of the 
diameter of the roller element (23, 24). 

21 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The device according to claim 17, wherein 
the rack (31 ) is movable and a^ociated with an actuation means (40) and the table (21 ) 
supporting the roller elements (23, 24) is fixed. 

22. (CURRENTLY ANfENDED) The device according to claim 21 . wherein the 
actuating ttmeansU mechaniism (40) comprises at least one handle (41) moving in 
translation within a guide bl<i)ck (42) integral with the table (21) and oriented in an 
essentially perpendicular direction to the direction of horizontal displacement (Th) by 
the rack (31), said rack (3il) comprising a guide groove (44) traversed by said 
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handle (41) and angularly offset in relation to the guide block (42) so as to generate 
horizontal displacement of the* rack (31). 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The device according to claim 22, wherein the 
actuating [[means]] mechanism (40) comprises at least one lodging element (45) for 
connecting the rack (31) to the table (21) in at least one raised or lowered position. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Aload handling platform comprising at least one 
roller device (10) for displacing a load (1) in a generally horizontal plane comprising at 
least one generally horizontal table (21 ) to which roller elements (23, 24) are attached, 
at least one rack (31 ) covering said table (21 ) having openings (32, 33) located opposite 
said roller elements (23, 24), said rack (3 1 ) defining a plane contact surface (S) capable 
of supporting said k>ad when the load is static and said roller elements (23. 24) being 
located in a second plane generally parallel to said surfece (S) and capable of 
supporting said load when moving, an actuating means (40) associated with at least 
one of the rack ([[2]] 31) and the table ([[31] 21) to be movable in relation to another of 
the rack ([[2]] 31 ) and the tabid ([[3]] gt ) between at least a lower position and an upper 
position, the load is supportejd by either the rack (31) or by the table (21), actuating 
means (40) displaces the rack ([[2]] 31) and the table ([[3]] 21) at least in a horizontal 
translation (Th). wherein said openings (32. 33) on rack (31 ) compris e s a li fting m e ans 
(fiO) wh i rh mnpe p at e w i th sa i d ro lle r ele m e nts (23. 24) on sa i d table (21 ) have a shape 
compatible with the shape oflthe roller elements f23) to fomi liftlna ramps so as to 
generate a vertical displacement (Tv) by the rack ([[2]] 31 ) [[and]] or the table ([[3]] 21) 
simultaneous with the horizor^al displacement (Th). 

25. (CANCELED) ; 

26. (CURRENTLY aK^ENDED) The load handling platform according to 
claim [[25]] 2^ wherein the bpenlngs (32, 33) consist of orifices defining at least a 
first zone (32a, 33a) that allovvs at least tops of the roller elements (23, 24) to project, 
a second zone (32b, 33b) iwhich covers the roller elements (23, 24). and an 
intermediate zone (32c, 3j3c) which forms, in combination with the roller 
elements (23, 24), said lifting |ramps. 
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